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Don’t Miss Out!
The Black Cat Ball:

Wednesday, October 25 
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Tickets go on sale during lunch starting October 
23-25 for $5.00.  If you don’t buy a ticket, the 
cost will be $7.00 the night of the dance.  The 

categories for the Costume Contest are: Disney, 
Best Group/Pair/Theme, Monster Bash, Most 

Creative and Time Warp/Time Machine.  
 

Top         Students

Superstitions
By Michael Foutch and Isaiah Ross

     Some people say that superstitions are real, so 
this article is for those people. We have conducted 
research on superstitions, both good and bad. 
People think these superstitions have an effect on 
them.  However, we have never had any good luck 
or bad luck, and we can prove many wrong.

Here are some superstitions we have found.  
Have you ever had good or bad luck from these?

❖ Friday the thirteenth is an unlucky day
❖ A rabbit's foot brings good luck
❖ To find a four-leaf clover is good luck
❖ You will have bad luck if you walk under a 

ladder
❖ If a black cat crosses your path you will 

have bad luck
                           (CONTINUED ON PAGE 7)

Congratulations to the following students for 
securing a spot in the top 3 this week for their 
grade level.  If you see them in the hallway, 
please congratulate them!

8th Grade:  Eliza Lutgen
Abigail Origer
Gavan Davis

7th Grade: Natalie Nutt
Jenna Yazel
Jace Rayl

6th Grade: Ethan Fisher
Braylee Acord
Miles Bowley
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Teacher Feature:  Mr. Nuss

. 

Student Spotlight:  Lilly Hicks

By Eli Cardwell and Michael Foutch

Mr. Nuss is the 6th grade social studies teacher in the 
Explorer hallway, and he has been teaching for 22 years. Mr. 
Nuss has only taught social studies. In all of Mr. Nuss’ 22 years 
of teaching, he has not paddled any kids.

He picked social studies because he likes learning about 
cultures and countries, and he also likes to travel.  His favorite 
things to do are spend time with his family, work outside, and 
work on the farm. Mr. Nuss likes to watch sports such as racing, 
football, and golf.

By Mackenzie York

     Today I’m going to tell you a little about Lilly Rose Hicks. 
Lilly is an A/B student. She tries her best and works hard in 
everything she does. Lilly’s favorite subject is math. She likes 
math because she is good at it. 
     Lilly has met famous people.  Some of the famous people 
she has enjoyed meeting are: Brenna Stewart, Sue Bird, Isaiah 
Thomas, Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving, and Geno Auriemma. 

Lilly’s favorite sport is basketball. She likes basketball 
because when she grows up she wants to play professional 
basketball. She says basketball is a way of life and it is her 
favorite hobby.

Don’t Forget to Look for the DGU Paw Print in 
the Paper Each Week!

Mr. Nuss, 6th Grade 
Social Studies Teacher

By Emilee Glaze

   DGU stands for “Don’t Give Up”, and it is a special paw print in the paper! 
Search for the paw print, find it, and get a reward! When you find the paw print, 
take a picture and email it it to Mrs. Sipes at lsipes@western.k12.in.us. The first 
person in 6-8th grade to find it and send it in will win a gift card.  Even the staff 
can earn a reward for being the first staff member to find the paw print. Get your 
glasses on and search for it!
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Celebrating Teachers as Coaches

Did you know many WMS teachers are also coaches?

Mr. Miller:    High School Tennis           Mr. Berryman:     High School Baseball
Mrs. Lazar:    Middle School Tennis   Mr. Bright:           Middle School Football
Mr. Tuberty:    High School Softball          Mr. Ladwig:         Middle School Football
Mrs. Burkett:    High School Volleyball   Mrs. Yentes:        Cross Country  
Mrs. Evans       Middle School Volleyball   Mr. Hunt:             Girls Track
Mrs. Wilson    Middle School Track          Mrs. Lee:         Girls Track
                         and Volleyball
Mrs. Freeman:  Middle School Cheerleading

Mr. Miller,
District Coach of the Year,

pictured with the tennis 
sectionals trophy

Be sure to congratulate Mrs. Lazar and Mr. Miller when you see them!  Mrs. Lazar 
was honored as the Academic Coach of the Year for her work with the language arts 
academic bowl and Mr. Miller was awarded the District Coach of the Year for tennis.

Mrs. Lazar,
Academic Coach of the 
Year for Academic Bowl
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WMS Tennis Banquet Held at Martino’s 

Seeing double?  
Doubles partners, Chase 

Hayes and Ava Williamson, 
pose together in front of the 

fountain.

Coach Lazar shares highlights and personally commends each 
tennis player for their play and conduct during the season.

Thanks for a 

great season!
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Students in Mrs. Moon’s 6th grade science class learn about measuring in centimeters and millimeters.

Paw Print staff member Isaiah 
Ross caught up with 6th grade student 
and football player, Jaden Truong, to 
ask about his personal goals and his 
thoughts about football.

Jaden’s life goal is to become an 
NFL football player.  He is going to 
achieve that goal by making himself 
stand out.  His biggest fear?  
Something about football?  Nah, it’s 
insects! He said the 6th grade football 
season this year was fantastic!

By Owen Moore

Parker Dean is one 
of the number one 
doubles team, along with 
his brother Mitchell.  
Parker says he works 
better with a partner.  “I 
work better with a partner 
because we can both 
learn from our mistakes.”

He said, “My coach 
(Lazar) is funny and 
outgoing. She also knows 
a lot about the sport she is 
coaching. She does a very 
good job.  She coaches at 
the varsity level and loves 
to be around middle 
school kids.”

8th Grade Tennis 
Player Parker 

Dean Reflects on 
the Season 

Jaden Truong & His Thoughts About Football

Students React to School Convocation on 
Internet Safety

     When WMS held an internet safety 
convocation in August, it affected many 
students and caused them to reflect on 
their use of social media.
        One item in particular really 
surprised the students:  SnapMap.  
SnapChat is a popular app and many 
students use it.  However, they didn’t 
realize how the latest feature, SnapMap 
might affect them and put them in 
danger.  Many students have since 
deleted their accounts and are choosing 
to be more selective in how they use 
social media.

  Seventh grade students Cade 
Epp and Linsay Guge (both pictured on 
the right) gave the convocation a rating 
of 8 out of 10 and said it was helpful.
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By Emilee Glaze, Guy Knight Smith,and  Peyton DeWeese

      On October 5th, the Navigator team went to the Indianapolis Zoo. At 8:00 a.m., we 
loaded the busses and headed out. It was rainy all day. The lions and monkeys weren't 
there, but we did see some pretty amazingl animals. We were able to pet baby sharks at 
the ocean exhibit. They felt like soft rubber. When we went to the dolphin show, we saw the 
dolphins do some pretty cool tricks like skidding across water, jumping high into the air, 
doing flips, and other cool things. We still can’t believe how high they jump! 

The forest biome was also interesting. We saw tigers, bears, birds, giraffes, and other 
exciting animals. The giraffes were as tall as the trees. The desert area was filled with 
snakes, meerkats, frogs, turtles, cacti, and more plants and animals. The snakes were very 
interesting. We even took the lucky picture below! The turtles were very slow when 
crawling, but very fast when swimming. It is pretty cool how nature works.  

The 6th grade Explorers are going to the zoo on October 31, 2017!
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The Camping Trip
By Owen Moore

     Three best friends went on a camping trip. Ethan and Owen pitched up the tent. Will was 
unloading the bags. When they got there, it was a nice, cold autumn afternoon. They decided 
to build a campfire. Ethan was collecting around the tent, Owen was around the edge of the 
forest, and Will went too far out; they couldn’t find him! It was getting darker outside and Will 
was lost! He was trying to find the campsite, but the only thing he found was a grave yard. He 
went to try to hopefully find someone there in the church, but as he approached he saw it 
was abandoned and broken down. He walked in there and then he realized he wasn’t the 
only one there…

     Back at the campsite, Ethan and Owen realized Will wasn’t there!They went out to the 
forest, leaving a trail behind (to get back if they get lost). It was getting even darker outside 
so they headed back. Then all of a sudden...KABOOM! As lighting struck the ground. They 
ran as fast as they could back to the tent. Then when the lightning stopped, they heard 
...sploosh...sploosh...sploosh..as footsteps surrounded them. Then, when the footsteps 
stopped, the tent slowly opened.  Then as they saw who it was…

The Haunted Section

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

❖ You can break a bad luck spell by turning seven times in a clockwise circle
❖ Garlic protects you from evil spirits and vampires
❖ Clothes worn inside out will bring good luck
❖ Wearing your birthstone will bring you good luck
❖ If you blow out all of the candles on your birthday cake in one breath, you get your wish
❖ Hold your breath while going by a cemetery to keep evil spirits from entering your body. 
❖ If a bat flies around a house three times, it is death coming. 
❖ Ringing a bell on Halloween will scare evil spirits away.
❖ Knock on wood and keep bad luck away.
❖ A bat that enters a home may have been let in by a ghost. 
❖ A burning candle inside of a Jack-O-Lantern on Halloween keeps the spirits away.
❖ A person born on Halloween can both see and talk to spirits.
❖ Seeing a spider on Halloween could be the spirit of a loved one who is watching you.
❖ If you hear footsteps behind you on Halloween, don't look back because it could be the 

spirits following.

Superstitions 



Western Middle School               Russiaville, IN Vol. 1, October 13, 2017

Persist Until Success Happens

The House of Spirits
Page 8

school student.  I was starting the night at the Angola Hornets home football game (Angola 
was my high school), followed by pizza at the local hangout, and ending the night with a 
sleepover at a friend’s house. It happened to be Fall Break for many colleges in the state, 
which meant former Angola students were home visiting. During the football game, some of 
these college students told my friends and I about a haunted house just outside of town 
(Angola). They claimed it was truly haunted. Apparently, the couple living there had died 
suddenly and the house had been abandoned ever since.
         So around midnight that night, we decided to go check it out. The old house and barn 
were  located out in the country off 200 North. The grass was tall, weeds were grown up all 
around, and the buildings hadn’t been maintained in years. The only light was that of the 
moon, as it was completely dark inside and around the home.
         I was the first one out of the car and up to the front step. Suddenly, an electric radio 
turned on and we could hear elevator music coming from the speakers. Our flashlight 
revealed that the radio was completely unplugged and laying upside down in the bushes. 
We looked for batteries and the port was empty. How was it playing music?
         The door was slightly ajar so we crept inside into the darkness. One of my friends 
nearly fell through the floor, as the wooden boards that we walked on were unstable and 
filled with cracks and holes. We literally had to pull him up to safety, as his body was nearly 
under the surface.  As we looked around, we noticed broken mirrors, smashed and ripped 
furniture, and a shattered chandelier. The kitchen was just as shoddy as the rest of the 
place, but the oven door seemed to be in decent shape. I knelt down to look inside and 
saw my reflection on the glass. I also saw a shadow and a pair of feet creep up behind me. 
I turned around and didn’t see anyone, so I bolted out the backdoor.
         My friends joined me outside and we dared to enter the barn next. Inside we found 
farming equipment and an assortment of weird, sharp tools. It reminded me of a scene 
from “Texas Chainsaw Massacre.” As we were walking around the backside of a tractor, 
we heard some weird noises in the back of the barn. We tiptoed further in, when our 
flashlights abruptly went out. The noises we heard turned into whispers and grew louder 
and louder. It was as if they were getting closer and closer. Then, there seemed to be a 
shadowy figure emerging from the back of the barn and we panicked.
        Tripping over each other, we raced to the car. My friend tried to start it up. It sputtered. 
Again, he turned the key and again it didn’t work. We were flipping out, screaming for the 
car to start. On the third try, the car turned on and we left the scene as fast as we could.
Without a doubt, that was the scariest night of my life. I remember so many details about 
that encounter. I think about it every year around Halloween. Due to that experience, I will 
never again doubt the existence of spirits. I will also never visit a haunted house again!

By Mr. Miller, 6th Grade Math Teacher

      Do you believe in ghosts? Spirits? Haunted 
houses? Not the fake versions you see every 
October, but authentic encounters with the 
supernatural world. 
      I didn’t believe in that stuff for most of my 
childhood. All of that changed during my junior 
year in high school…
       It was a Friday evening in the fall of 2002. 
My plans for the night were typical for a high
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By Eli Cardwell and Owen Moore

#1 Hacienda Restaurant in 
     Mishawaka, Indiana

This Hacienda Restaurant is a haunted 
place in Indiana.  This place was once a 
mansion. Hacienda Mexican Restaurant is 
rumored to be haunted by the apparitions of 
those who used to live here. People say the 
lights, water, and appliances turn on and off by 
themselves.

#2:  French Lick Springs Hotel in French Lick, Indiana
This historic resort hotel was built in 1845.  It is said to be haunted by the former owner, 

Thomas Taggart, who lingers around the service elevator as a mist with a phantom tobacco 
smell. He is said to operate the elevators from beyond when the place gets busy.

#3: The Story Inn in 
      Nashville, Indiana

Dr. George Story and his family 
founded “Storyville” in 1851. It supported 
two general stores, a church, and a one 
room school. There was also a 
slaughterhouse in the town. 

Have you ever heard of the Blue 
Lady? There is a room dedicated to the 
Blue Lady. She haunts The Story Inn. 
We’re saying, “Don’t go”, but if you do, 
beware of the Blue Lady.
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Paw-fect Puzzles & Games

Hey WMS!
Which Horror Movie is Your 

Favorite?
It

Scream
Carrie

Insidious
Poltergeist

The Shining

Click HERE to submit your response online or 
cut out your response and drop it in the Paw 
Print Poll Dropbox located in the cafeteria.

The Paw Print Poll 

Teachers, be sure to send us your 
classroom highlights! The next issue of The 
Paw Print will be published on October 27.

Page 10

Poll Responses From September 29:

Poll #1  Which is Your Favorite Movie?

Poll #2  Which College in Indiana is Your 
Favorite?

Fall Crossword 
Puzzle

Across
1.  This happens to
      the trees in the fall.
2. You get a lot of 
     this during the 
     night of Halloween.

Down
1. Something you do
    in the celebration of 
    Halloween.
2. You sit by these to 
    keep warm. 
3. You wear these to 
    keep warm.
4.  This is a scary 
     holiday.
5.  This is a holiday
     where you give 
     thanks.

https://goo.gl/forms/gQ1GyqFfKuJIg4Fg2

