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The Principal’s Corner
It’s a Great Day to be a Panther!!!

By Mr. Horrell

One of my favorite Christmas time movies is National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.  
There are many scenes that I could recite the words by heart.  The scene that I remember the 
most is the one of Clark trying to decorate his house with lights.  He had so many issues with 
getting the lights turned on: the lights were tangled, he fell off the roof, the lights would not turn 
on, and there were too many plugs in the outlet.  Although, all of those things did not stop him 
from continuing to “TRY”.  He may have failed over and over, but in the end someone had to 
help him by turning on the switch in the garage so that everything worked.  

Here at school we are kind of like the person helping turn on the switch.  We just need you 
as students to keep trying, and if you fail, try again and learn from your mistakes.  We’re here to 
help. Have a happy break and as always:  It’s a great day to be a Panther!

 

     Are You a Part of the 
    “We Care” Tradition?

Find the 
other santa hat in this issue 
and then stop by Mrs. 
Sipes’ room for a treat.

By Aiden Phillips and Christian Wright

The “We Care” Christmas lights are a big family tradition in Kokomo, Indiana. We Care is 
based on donations for the We Care Park, where they put up Christmas lights. Every year much 
time and effort is put into the hanging of the lights. Opening day has always been on 
Thanksgiving. The We Care crew holds a 48 hour telethon starting the day after Thanksgiving. 
During that telethon, you can call in and bid on items from antiques to XBOX systems.  Every year 
children and families who don’t have a lot of money get items that could cost $80 dollars at 
Walmart for $40 or less. Although We Care can make prices go down, it is an auction where the 
prices could get higher if someone bids up an object. 

We Care has a doll on the desk called the Hope Doll. The story behind this doll is she was 
found among boxes and bags of items donated to the annual We Care auction in the 1980s. The 
volunteers were surprised by the look on the doll’s face and named her Hope. She started her 
role in the We Care telethon in December 1986, and since then she has been auctioned off as the 
last item of the telethon. From 1986 to 2011, Hope brought in $585,469 for We Care. We Care 
plays an important part in Kokomo’s annual Christmas celebration.
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Teacher Feature:  
Mrs. Guinn  

By Habiba Moawad and Meridith Williams

Mrs. Guinn is the Western Middle School 
female Health and Gym Teacher. Have you ever 
wondered all about her, such as what she likes to do, if she coaches, 
and other facts? In this article you’ll learn all about her. 

Her favorite books are the Harry Potter series. She’ll tell you the 

     

Student Spotlight:  
Olivia Carlson  

                            By Meridith Williams and Ni’Yeare Jones

We interviewed Olivia Carlson, an 8th grader in the Pathfinder 
hallway. She said her favorite sport is volleyball because she likes 
to interact with her close friends and she likes to get into shape. 

In her free time she likes to hang out with her friends. Her 
favorite part about school is science class with Mr. Grinstead. When 
asked what kind of classes she plans to take in high school, she 
said Choir and French.

Olivia’s favorite book is The Giver by Lois Lowry.  When asked 
if she looking forward to high school, her answer was, “Yes, 
because I will have a lot more freedom.”

This Week’s Top         Students
.8th Grade:   Eliza Lutgen 7th Grade:   Natalie Nutt             6th Grade:   Ethan Fisher

     Abigail Origer         Chioma Ozoigbo                         Braylee Acord
                     Gavan Davis              Mackenzie Tedder                       Lauren Bradley

best way to exercise is to find something you like and do it, love it, and achieve it. 
She has been teaching for 28 years. She not only teaches, but she also used to coach. 

She coached WMS Cross Country, 7th Grade Basketball, and the WMS Track Teams. 
A quote she believes in is, ‘’No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.’’ - 

Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Mrs. Guinn enjoys, running in mud, spending time with her husband and son.  She has 

lots of cats and she loves them so much. Some consider her Cat Lady! Mrs Guinn is one of 
the best teachers here at WMS, and she is a very inspirational, caring, and amazing person.



Persist Until Success Happens

Western Middle School               Russiaville, IN Vol. 1, December 19, 2017Page 3

Who Is It?? 
By Habiba Moawad and Meridith Williams

This is a picture of one of the teachers in the 
middle school building. Can you guess who it is?

Look for a baby picture of a teacher in each issue 
of The Paw Print this year. Your job is to guess which 
teacher it is each time. 

If you think you know, stop by Mrs. Sipes’ room 
(601) during passing period.  The first person with the 
correct answer claims the reward!

By Meridith Williams 

Christmas is the biggest and best holidays for my family. My family and I see it 
as a time to spend with our loved ones and a time to worship God. We have many 
fun things to do around Christmas time, such as give presents, go to church and 
going to friends’ houses. My family, my friends, and I have a lot of cool and different 
traditions that I am going to share with you.
     I love to open presents on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. All of my cousins 
usually spend the night at my house on Christmas Eve. On Christmas morning, we 
usually wake up at about 10:00 am to open presents.  After presents we usually go 
to AMC to see a Christmas movie. That is always a blast!  For Christmas my 
grandma always makes the food because she is the best cook in the family.
     On Christmas Eve, my family and I also attend Grace Church for their 
candlelight service. Then, we go back to my grandparents’ house and open 
presents from the whole family. It is also a tradition that everyone gets a Nerf gun 
for one of their presents and we always have a Nerf gun fight after that.  It usually 
lasts until about 12:00 a.m. in the morning. I love spending time with the ones I’m 
close with because I don’t get too see them very much during the school year.
     During Christmas I always end up spending some time with my close friends. My 
friend Hallie and I have a tradition every year to wake up at about 2:30 AM and pull 
pranks on her brothers, Tanner and Taylor. Last year, we got up and we traded 
their cereal out for vegetables. I also like to spend the night with my aunt, uncle and 
my cousins for a whole weekend.

My Family’s Christmas Traditions
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Hands-on 

science at 

its best!
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Mrs.Coulson’s 7th Grade 
Slime Lab
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The Sports Section:  
The Top Reports for the MLB, NBA, and NFL  

By: Ethan Chapin and Eli Vandenbosch

For this report, we came across the NFL story about Carson Wentz’s injury and would 
like to provide some information. Philadelphia Eagles’ Head Coach Doug Pederson 
announced Monday that quarterback Carson Wentz tore his ACL in the 43-35 win against 
the Los Angeles Rams. The Eagles placed him on the IR on Tuesday. 

Also on the sports report, we’d like to mention some of the best Lakers players ever, 
such as Kobe Bryant.  Kobe will join the likes of Wilt Chamberlain, Jerry West, Elgin 
Baylor, Magic Johnson, and Kareem Abdul Jabbar when the Lakers retire his No. 8 and 
No. 24 jerseys. 

Name

Jarvis 
Landry

Game

Career

Receptions

376

Yards

3,769

Average

10.1

Long

71

Touchdowns

21

By Eli Vandenbosch and Christian Wright

Jarvis Landry, a famous wide receiver for the Miami Dolphins, may soon be let go. This 
is a foolish decision for the Dolphins considering that he has 88 receptions this season and 
currently holding 376 catches in his career.  Landry is also the Miami Dolphins’ Co-MVP. 

Jarvis Landry went to Louisiana State University. He is just getting into his prime, and 
the Dolphins wouldn’t want to let him walk. He was only drafted in 2014 and is still playing. 
This is an overall bad decision made by the Dolphins. If they let him walk onto a team with 
better players, this would be bad for the Dolphins overall. 

Jarvis Landry Might be Let Go by Miami
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The Sports Section:  
Heisman Trophy Winner

By Eli Vandenbosch and Christian Wright

The 2017 Heisman Trophy Winner was Baker Mayfield.  We will bet that the 
announcement was a wonderful experience for all football lovers. All three Heisman 
Trophy candidates were there to see if they would win the Heisman Trophy. Baker 
Mayfield came out and won the Heisman Trophy this year. 

The very first award was held December 9th, 1935. Lamar Jackson won the 
Heisman Trophy last year. Some recent Heisman Trophy winners, in addition to Lamar 
Jackson, are Derrick Henry, Marcus Mariota, and Jameis Winston. We would imagine that 
all of the Heisman Trophy winners were probably so overwhelmed when they won. These 
winners are some of the best college football players of all time. 

All of the most recent Heisman Trophy winners were there to congratulate the new 
winner, Baker Mayfield.

The Heisman Trophy is awarded each year to the "most 
outstanding football player in the United States."  It is 
named after legendary football coach John W. Heisman.  
The trophy is bronze, stands over a foot tall, and weighs 
45 pounds.
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Six New Tiny Anteater 
Species Found

The Problem With 
Okunoshima

Happening Around the World...

By Jeffrey Raines

Did you know that everyday there is a new species found? These six new 
species of anteaters were found on December 11, 2017. While studying anteaters 
in Brazil and Suriname with ten other colleagues, biologist Flavia Miranda found her 
first clue. It was the silky fur of a new anteater species. Some of adaptations are 
that they are 20 feet long and nocturnal.  

While some researchers had already proposed dividing silky anteaters into a 
set of subspecies, Miranda started from scratch, working from the idea that only 
one species, Cyclopes didactylus, existed. By the end, the team ended up with 
DNA samples from 33 wild anteaters and anatomical information collected from an 
additional 280 museum specimens. They can be big or small fat or skinny, and tall 
or short.

By Matthew Sipes

Ōkunoshima is the name of the small island 
located in the Sea of Japan. Many people call it 
Rabbit Island because 300 rabbits inhabited the 
island in 2007. The rabbit population now varies 
from 700-1,000. 

Nobody really knows how they got there. 
One rumor is that the Japanese government 
had used Ōkunoshima to secretly test poison 
gas around 1929. People now think that they 
brought the rabbits there to test chemical 
weapons on them. Another theory is that the 
rabbits were released by a nearby school in 
1971. The number of tourists were measured in 
2005. There were 136,000 visitors. They took 
another survey in 2015. There were 254,000 
visitors.
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WMS WHIMS
By Habiba Moawad

       You may be thinking, “What is this and what is happening?” This is Mr. Miller and 
Mrs. Lee dancing Zumba in the Navigator Hallway. To be honest, they’re actually good 
dancers!  
     This picture was taken during a Fun Friday activity. Fun Friday is a thing the Navigator 
teachers host as a reward for those who have completed their work and have shown good 
effort throughout the week. This was something that had to be seen! Those teachers were 
having so much fun! 

By Shiloh Sappington

The Middle School band held a Christmas concert on Tuesday, December 12th. The 
songs performed by the sixth grade were “Jingle a Ling Bells”, “Ode to Joy”, and “St. Nick on 
the Housetop”. The entire group put their best effort forward.  The 6th grade band enjoyed 
playing the songs at the concert. Mr. Whitford, who is a good teacher and a nice person, 
conducted them for all three songs. 

The concert was well attended by parents, siblings, and friends.  After the sixth grade 
finished, other bands performed. The seventh grade and eighth grade bands were on next. The 
high school band ended the night. It was a great evening for all the participants and families.

The following night there was a choir concert. Just like the band concert, it was another 
great event. We have a lot of musical talent here at Western!

WMS Band and Choir Concerts
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Paw-fect Puzzles and Games
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Poll Responses from 
December 8: 

Which is Your Favorite Holiday?

Which is Your Favorite Sport?

Click HERE to submit your response online.

                               Which is your favorite Christmas carol?

       “Deck the Halls”                              “Blue Christmas”
“Frosty the Snowman” “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas”
“Rudolph, the Red Nosed Reindeer” “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”
“Joy to the World” “All I Want for Christmas” (Alvin’s version)
“Jingle Bells” “O Come All Ye Faithful”
“Silent Night” “Santa Baby”

https://goo.gl/forms/okz7zDT96coty7KZ2

