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Help!
Shadow Has Been
Panthernapped!!!
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Who would have thought it would
come to this?
This morning, all Western Middle School
students dragged themselves out of bed after hitting
the snooze button a solid ten times, grabbed the
nearest Pop-Tart, and headed out the door dressed
as their favorite book character and wearing crazy
socks. In other words, this started out as a typical day
in the life of a Western Panther. Little did they know
that HE had finally done it. HE had made good on a
promise he made a long time ago. It was innocent the
way it all started…
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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The Day Shadow Went Missing
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)
The year was 2017. Shadow had seen enough. Day after day, hour after hour, it just kept
happening. The sea of students came and went, passing before his eyes as a continuous trickle of
techbots, all wrapped up in the latest app or tweet to occupy their techy tween world. Snapchatting their
way through the halls, they stumbled along as their balance was offset by the device in their hand that
always, always led the way. Despite the fact that the muscles in their arms and fingers were slowly
deteriorating from the overuse of texting and Googling, they clutched their devices in a death grip of stoic
determination to communicate that one last message...and then one more...and then another. On and on
it went, their eyes glued to a screen of some sort, be it an iPad or worse...a phone, and the halls were filled
with the soft glow of technology.
As he watched the doldrum continue as it had all through that August thus far, Shadow knew he had
to do something. He was the watcher of the halls, the guardian of the entrance, the proudest of the
panthers. If he didn’t make a commitment, if he didn’t take action, the techbots, a.k.a. students, would
never be able to reclaim what was rightfully theirs. They would never get back that supreme power that
had once flowed through the hallowed halls of Western Middle School. The time to act was now, and the
moment had come. It was decision day for this panther.
But alas! This was not a mission to be undertaken without a plan; a methodical, well-devised plan of
action. The darkness that had befallen the students was powerful and ruthless. It could not be conquered
without a carefully-crafted strategy and a team of experts. It was time to call in “The Pack”. Shadow
summoned The Pack. Like all panthers, they were incredibly intelligent and agile creatures that roamed
the hallways with a fierce sense of purpose. They were the keepers of the secret to the supreme power
and sought to protect the power in a centrally located, glass-encased room of treasure within the school.
On that sunny August day in 2017, Shadow called all members of The Pack to this treasure room
and sought their help in combating the darkness of technology that shrouded WMS. His war cry pierced
their ears and their minds responded in unison, Something must be done! They laid out the plan,
constructed their masterpiece, and set out to put it into action. It would require the help of one man whom
they had known to be steadfast and dependable, The Duke. He was valiant and strong, resolute and
unwavering. He was the key to the success of the plan. The leader of The Pack called out to The Duke
and sought his help. True as he was, he agreed to assist The Pack in their endeavour. He was all too
eager to help…
Perhaps it was this eagerness that should have alerted Shadow to the dangers that lay ahead. Had
he not been blinded by his determination to rid the school of the dark cloud of technology, he might have
seen the warning signs that led up to that most unfortunate event. Perhaps, perhaps.
The plan was simple. It went something like this: the treasure room would be opened wide to the
student population. Their entrance to the treasure was to be completely unblocked, nothing standing in
their way of admittance. More and more treasure would be added until, at last, it could hardly be contained
and would start spilling into nearby classrooms. The riches of the sturdily-bound books and their
adventures within were stacked as high as the tallest 6th grader. The Duke himself made sure that books
of every genre were made available. The classics, the biographies, the dystopian...oh my, the dystopian!
All were right there, in plain sight, just waiting for their next owner. The books were theirs for the taking.
The students had access to their hearts’ desire. This was step one of the plan.
Step two would involve a process where students would “borrow” this treasure for a time and be
given a date for when that treasure would be returned. A lovely and kind young woman by the name of
Mrs. Della Clouse was entrusted as the keeper of the treasure room, and she oversaw the borrowing of the
treasure. As eager students approached her in the hope of securing a piece or two of the treasure, she
would greet them with a warm smile, a scented bookmark, and a due date.
The panthers known as The Pack would then carry out step three of the plan, and this was key to its
success. The Pack’s job was to encourage students to visit the treasure room, to protect the treasure, and
to carry it with them always. Should they have time during a class period or at home, they were to…
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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The Day Shadow Went Missing
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)
…take out this treasure, open it up, and fill their minds with its educational effect. It was masterful the way
The Pack carried out this portion of the plan. They would talk about the treasure, read from the treasure,
and invite the students to do the same.
As the plan was set into motion, The Duke made a solemn promise. He pledged that he would do
whatever it took to help restore the supreme source of power to the students and to replace devices of
technology with real, honest to goodness, books. The Duke and Shadow shook hand and paw and the
promise was made.
Months went by and the plan proceeded spectacularly. Students as far as the eye could see were
borrowing treasure and partaking of its education effect. Page after page, they poured over the contents
and allowed their minds to be engulfed in the magic of literacy. It was a majestic sight. The effects could
be felt throughout the halls, and it continued on this way for some time.
Near the end of December, as students were making plans to depart for Christmas Break, The Pack
saw that progress had been made and that it was good. They waved a temporary goodbye to their young
students and sent them on their way to two weeks of festive, holiday merrymaking. Little did The Pack
know that waiting under many decorated trees were more and more devices of technology: shiny video
game consoles, the latest iPhone, and so on, and so on. It was during this two week departure that these
devices began to take hold once more. The students began to forget about the treasures of the
glass-enclosed room known as the library and to resort back to their techbot ways.
Shadow and The Duke saw the plan begin to crumble before their very eyes as students once again
began to stumble through the halls, led by the devices. Treasured books were left in lockers, under desks
in classrooms, and even under beds at home. It was tragic. It was ugly.
By January, The Duke had begun holding secret meetings without Shadow. A sense of foreboding
began to befall Shadow as The Duke and some members of The Pack met without him. Week after week,
The Duke and The Pack met in a back corner of the library and left Shadow to guard the entrance of the
school, alone. Shadow began to worry that The Duke had forgotten his solemn promise to restore the
supreme power of reading to the students. He worried that The Duke might be making other plans that no
longer involved poor Shadow.
As it happened, The Duke was making plans… Shadow never saw it coming. He never dreamed
that The Duke would turn against him and double-cross him. It wasn’t until the blindfold was being draped
over his eyes that reality set it and he knew he was in trouble. Poor Shadow tried to call out to any nearby
students for help, but they had all left for the day. His eyes teared up and his mind raced as he let out a
final, “ROAR!” before being panthernapped and taken away. As the blindfold blocked Shadow’s view of his
panthernappers, Shadow heard The Duke whisper the following words in his ear:

Seek all ye students, attend to this!
A young deer shall you seek to begin your quest.
This doe shall lead you on your hunt for answers.
She watches over the first clue...
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Dear Students and Staff of Western Middle School,
It is with a heavy heart that I, the leader of The Pack, provide you
with a copy of the ransom note below. I found it just outside my office
door this morning. Upon reading it, I immediately ran to the school foyer
to see for myself what had happened. I regret to inform you that our
beloved Shadow has, indeed, been panthernapped.
Sincerely,
Mr. Horrell
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Read Across America Activities
Read Across America
Poster Contest

Friday, March 23
Afternoon Movie

Entry Deadline: Friday, March 16

POSTER THEME:

WANTED POSTER OF
“THE VILLAIN DUKE”

POSTER REQUIREMENTS:
●
●
●
●
●

POSTER MUST BE ON A STANDARD SIZE PIECE OF
WHITE COMPUTER PAPER
MUST BE IN COLOR USING EITHER COLORED PENCILS
OR CRAYONS. (NO PEN, MARKERS OR HIGHLIGHTERS)
MUST INCLUDE YOUR IMAGE OF THE VILLAIN DUKE
MUST HAVE AN OLD FASHIONED WANTED POSTER
LOOK
INCLUDE THE DUKE ENERGY SYMBOL EMBEDDED
SOMEWHERE ON YOUR POSTER

TURN COMPLETED POSTERS INTO THE TRAY IN THE
LIBRARY!

Students are invited to order
concessions to enjoy for the school
afternoon movie on Friday, March 23.
Monday, March 5:
Students will receive a Google form to
use for ordering concessions
Friday, March 9:
Orders due
Friday, March 23:
Money due to Success Time teachers

wear

Persist Until Success Happens

Page 6

Western Middle School

Russiaville, IN

Vol. 1, March 2, 2018

Earn Duke Dough This Month!
Save up your Duke Dough for the
Read Across America Auction on Friday, March 23.
Have mercy! Will you look at that pile of
cash?! Students at Western Middle School
can start earning their own Duke Dough
TODAY.
Are you dressed up as your favorite book
character or wearing crazy socks? Duke
Dough for you! If you’re “caught reading”
during the day… Duke Dough for you!
There are several ways to earn Duke
Dough. Keep reading those good books,
dressing up on Fridays, tidying up your
lunch table, bringing in ransom items for
Bona Vista, entering the poster contest, and
so on, and so on. Hold tight to that Duke
Dough so you can “wrassle” up some prizes
at the auction Friday, March 23!

Meet the New Paw Print Staff

This term we have a mix of old and new members of The Paw Print staff. They are as
follows: (front row, left to right) Christian Wright (oh yeah, that PhotoShop effort is solid!),
Chloe Hunt, Michael Foutch, D’Anthony Lacey Bebley, and Leroy Carter; (back row, left to
right) Graysen Neer, Jegan Burthay, Logan Nelson, Eli Vandenbosch, Caroline McCarty,
Avery Berryman, and Aiden Trainer.
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Who Is It??
This is a picture of one of the teachers
in the middle school building. Can you guess
who it is?
Look for a baby picture of a teacher in
each issue of The Paw Print this year. Your
job is to guess which teacher it is each time.
If you think you know, stop by Mrs.
Sipes’ room (601) during passing period.
The first person with the correct answer
claims the reward!

Previous Baby Pictures:
How Many Have You Guessed?
Issue 8: Mr. Abston
Spanish and
World Languages

Issue 11: Mrs. Burkett
MS/HS Art

Issue 9: Mrs. Lee
6th Grade Social Studies

Issue 12: Mr. Spangler
7th Grade Social Studies

Issue 10: Mrs. Coulson
7th Grade Science

Issue 13: Mr. Miller
6th Grade Math
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The Sports Section:
Where Could King James Land This
Summer?
By Eli Vandenbosch

If you don’t already know, LeBron James is going into free agency at
the end of this year. LeBron wants to be in a new city with new fans. If I
were LeBron, I would stay in Cleveland because if he leaves, they are just
going to get mad. The fans will burn his jerseys again like the first time he
left Cleveland. He should stay with the Cavs so that he is not hated again.
Even though he won two titles and two MVP awards at Miami, the Cavs
will get even more angry when they possibly see him go back to Miami.
Now I am going to tell you what team he could go to in percent: Cavs are
59%, Lakers are 22%, Heat are 7%, and the other ones with remaining
votes are 12%.
ESPN.com

Preparing for March Madness
By Chloe Hunt
NCAA College Rankings: Week 16 (February 19)
1. Virginia
6. Gonzaga
2. Michigan State
7. Texas Tech
3. Villanova
8. Kansas
4. Xavier
9. Purdue
5. Duke
10. North Carolina

These are the colleges rankings for March Madness. This tournament is one of the
biggest tournaments in college history. It is where the best of the best play basketball, and the
winners of this tournament are the best college team in the nation. It is a big deal to get to this
tournament. People fight to get to the Top 10. First, in order to be in the tournament, you will
have to win as many games as you can. If you get into the bracket, you might have a chance.
Check out Mrs. Sipes’ NCAA bracket from 2017.
Gonzaga almost pulled it off! Last season, students and
teachers on the 6th grade Navigator Team completed
brackets for the tournament. Aside from Mrs. Sipes, the
only other Navigator to come close to the outcome was
student Landon Hale.
Speaking of Mrs. Sipes’ bracket… It would appear that
the bracket is now missing. Would certain former
Navigator students know anything about that? Perhaps a
practical joke is afoot? Trevor? Evan? Hmmm...
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The Sports Section:
MLB Top Players This Season
By Aiden Trainer
Always at the start of a new MLB season, they
post the top players for the league. It’s early in the
season, and things can change within two weeks. The
season is far from over. It’s only begun. But when the
MLB season concludes, the best of the best get picked
to play in the homerun derby or the All-Star game. The
table below shows who the player are and what they
are leading. It also shows in how many areas they
have led. It will show the team the player plays for, as
well as the position they play. Also, their draft pick
number and time they were drafted are shown. The
table below shows the top players in the MLB for
2018-2019 so far.

MLB Opening Day 2018:
Thursday, March 29

Top players in the MLB for 2018-2019 so far
Batting
average leader

Batting
Average

Team player
plays for

Position player Player draft
plays
pick number

What year they
were drafted

Luke Voit

.667

St. Louis
cardinals

1st base

2009 he was
drafted

Most
Homeruns so
far this year

Number of
homeruns

Team player
plays for

Position player Players draft
plays
pick number

What year
player was
drafted

Rosell Herrera

2 homeruns

Cincinnati Reds

left field

1st pick

2015 he was
drafted

Scott Van Slyke

2 homeruns

Miami Marlins

left field

15th pick

2005 he was
drafted

Most RBIs so
Number RBI’s
far
(runs batted in)

Team player
plays for

Position player Players draft
plays
pick number

What year
player was
drafted

Austin Meadows 5 RBI’s

Pittsburgh
Pirates

center field

9th pick

2013 he was
drafted

Scott Van Slyke

5 RBI’s

Miami Marlins

left field

15th pick

2005 he was
drafted

Most stolen
bases

Number of
stolen bases

Team player
plays

Position player Players draft
plays
pick number

What year
player was
drafted

Renato Núñez

2 stolen bases

Oakland A’s

left field

6th pick

2014 he was
drafted

Kyle Schwarber

2 stolen bases

Chicago Cubs

left field

5th pick

2014 he was
drafted

32nd pick
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Movie Review: Black Panther
WARNING!!! Disclaimer and some small
spoilers for people who have not seen the
“Black Panther”
By Christian Wright
A phenomenal Marvel movie called
Black Panther sets the hearts of Marvel
fans melting as this character has been
only once on the big screen in Captain America: Civil War. This king of an unknown city in
Africa called Wakanda is protected by the strongest metal called vibranium, along with being
cloaked. Seen in the city, Black Panther has had amazing reviews and will make anyone a
Marvel fan. The character has really only been seen in comics, as well as one time on the
big screen. This movie is crazy. T setting of it is Wakanda, Africa, and South Korea. With
different tribes fighting to be king of the amazing city, viewers see how much culture diversity
there is there, with different tribes having different animals as their gods. This movie is
amazing and could capture the hearts of D.C fans, too. If you have not seen the movie, then
I recommend with everything in the world that you watch this movie. With the fact that this
movie disorients the timeline of Marvel, it put so much into the whole story. What I am about
to leaving you with will play with your mind. If you stay until after the credits, you will
understand this question. Where did the Winter Soldier get his vibranium arm from? When
you go see the movie definitely stay until after the credits. If you do so, you will see two clips
that will confuse you.

Movie Review:
Jumanji: Welcome to
the Jungle
By Leroy Carter, Avery Berryman, and
D’Anthony Lacey Bebley

This movie review is about Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle. Jumanji came out
December 22, 2017, and it was pretty good. We saw this movie sometime after Christmas
and just before New Year’s. The movie was rated PG-13. Jumanji had a 76% Fresh
Tomatoes rating, and 90% percent liked it. Fresh Tomatoes is the percent of rate the viewers
liked the movie. According to boxofficemojo.com, Jumanji has pulled in $387,284,215 up until
today, and it is still selling tickets. The movie included a lot of famous actors such as Dwayne
Johnson, Kevin Hart, Jack Black, Karen Gillan, and Nick Jonas.
The second Jumanji is the better of the two and we would rate it 9/10. Its genre is
adventure/action and it is a funny movie, too. If you like action, adventure, and you like to
laugh, this movie is perfect for you. Luckily Jumanji is still in theaters, but it is probably going
out soon. You should hurry to go see one of the highest grossing movies of 2017.
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Book Review: Prisoner B-3087
By Avery Berryman
This review is on the book Prisoner B-3087 by Alan
Gratz. The author, or Alan Gratz, was born on January 27,
1972, in Knoxville, Tennessee. Alan Gratz has written several
books about WWII and baseball. He wrote his first book in
2007 called Samurai Shortstop, and his last novel in 2017
called Refugee. He wrote Prisoner B-3087 on March 1, 2013.
This book is nonfiction, which is based off of a true story.
The sixth graders are currently reading The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas. This is a book based in the time period of
WWII. If you like that book, you are going to love this one. I
think this book was one of the best I’ve ever read. The book was action-packed and kept
me on the edge of my seat (or wherever I was) when I read this.
The book takes place in the late 1930s through 1945 in Poland. It is about a boy named
Jack (or Yanek) who is living in Poland when the Nazis invade. His mom and dad are
taken from the streets one day, and eventually he is too. He is then taken to ten different
concentration camps throughout the course of the war. He survives them all, including the
ones that were solely meant to kill. My favorite part of this book was when Jack was hiding
underneath the floorboards and the dogs were trying to sniff him out.
I would highly recommend this book. For people who love novels about WWII, this
novel is just for them.

6th Study of WWII
By Chloe Hunt and Caroline McCarty
The 6th grade is reading, The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas. In this story, a young boy named Bruno and
his family leave Berlin to live near a concentration camp
where his father has just become commandant. Lonely,
he wanders out behind his house one day and finds
Shmuel. He is a Jewish boy of his age. Even though a
barbed-wire fence separates them, they become
friends.
While reading this book, 6th grade students are
learning about WWII. Adolf Hitler was a dictator and
military leader. He was the leader of the Nazi party.
According to Newsela, “Adolf Hitler was born in
Austria, on April 20, 1889. When he was 3 years old, his family moved to Germany where he
showed an early interest in German patriotism” (newsela.com). Here are some facts about
Hitler: he wanted to be an artist and he was vegan. He was cruel and WWII was one of the
worst wars of all time. Over 50 million people died during WWII. The war lasted 6 years. It
lasted from September 1, 1939 - September 2, 1945. The president was Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the vice president was Harry S. Truman. F.D.R was in office for 12 years
(newsela.com).
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What’s Happening in the World
Flu Outbreak!!!
By Christian Wright

Have you ever had the flu? Well, this is the time you don’t want it since it is the middle of
the flu season. Many people have demanded that they get their family a flu shot. However,
there are a lot of people who don’t have medical insurance, and hey can’t afford to get a flu
shot.
In the U.S., the flu is mainly just under control. When it was a little into flu season, it
started to blow up, people were getting the flu daily, and they were constantly struggling with
insurance. There have been deaths in the past few weeks due to the flu.
There are people who refuse to get flu shots because there is dead flu virus in the shot.
According to Washington Post, “You have a 36% chance that you could get the flu from the
vaccination, but you should still get it” (Washingtonpost.com). Personally, no matter how
much I don’t like getting shots, I’d rather get a shot than the flu. I think it should be a priority
for the government to allow families without Medicare or any form of health insurance to be
allowed to get the vaccine. There was a recent story where a child died because his father
could not afford health insurance and could not get the vaccination.
This concludes my report on local flu shots and the flu outbreak. You think should twice
before you say, “I don’t need the vaccine”, because there is always a chance you could get it
next.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/02/15/this-seasons-flu-vaccine-is-only-36-percent-effective-but-experts-say-you-shoul
d-still-get-it/?utm_term=.ef5312118003

6th Grade Editorial:
Monster Truck Drivers Don’t Make
Enough Money
By Michael Foutch and Christian Wright
What do you think about the amount of money monster
truck drivers make? People who drive monster trucks risk
their lives for $30,000-$50,000 per year. The trucks cost
$150,000 to manufacture, and that is more than in most
savings accounts in the bank. Driver need a loan to even get
a structure going. These trucks take so much to make, and it
is a possibility that the truck won’t even work. These drivers
might put a lot of their time and effort into it, just have it not
work. It would come up sooner or later that they have
sponsors, but that only happens when the trucks are well
known. Even then, it is only about $75,000 in sponsorship.
This is a problem that should definitely be fixed. Drivers have
been seriously injured and close to death.
These risks are too much for most people, just for 50k. The wage they receive is horrible for a life or
death job. They take the risk for a little wage. In conclusion, what we are trying to say is that drivers take
such a huge risk for us and our entertainment. The next time you go to a monster truck show, think about
the fact that they don’t make enough money to do this. What do you think - would you risk your life for 50k
every year?
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The Winter Olympics
By Graysen Neer, Logan Nelson, and Jegan Burthay
Last weekend the Winter Olympics ended with the closing ceremonies. Norway won the 2018 Winter
Olympics. It was held in Pyeongchang, South Korea. This was the first time South Korea hosted the
Winter Olympics. The 1988 Summer Olympics were held in Seoul, South Korea, though. Canada was in
3rd with 24 medals, but the U.S. was on their tails with 21 medals. Also, Germany was in 2nd with only 1
medal in front of Canada. There are only 15 sports in the 2018 Winter Olympics (Olympic.org).
Two featured athletics of the Winter Olympics were Anette Norberg and Eve Muirhead. The mascot
for 2018 Winter Olympics was Soohorang the White Tiger. Curling might be the next big sport in the
Winter Olympics. “Curling is a team sport played by two teams of four players on a rectangular sheet of
ice” (Olympic.org).
In 2022, Beijing, China, will be the host for the Winter Olympics. The very first Winter Olympics
were held in Chamonix, France, in 1924 (Olympic.org).
https://www.olympic.org/curling

U.S.A. Men’s Curling Team

Paw-fect Games and Puzzles
By Michael Foutch
Try your hand at this mind-boggling maze and this witty
word search!
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The Paw Print Poll:
#1: Which Book is Your Favorite?
By Caroline McCarty

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

One Fish,Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish
Green Eggs and Ham
How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Horton Hears a Who
Horton Hatches the Egg
The Cat in the Hat
The Sneetches
The Lorax
And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry
Street
Bartholomew and the Oobleck
The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins
Yertle the Turtle
The Cat in the Hat Comes Back

CLICK HERE TO VOTE!

The Paw Print Poll:
#2: Which T.V. Show is Your Favorite?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Arrow
Flash
Stranger things
Gotham
The Tomorrow People
Spongebob Squarepants

7. The Simpsons
8. The Walking Dead
9. Seinfeld
10. Game Of Thrones
11. Supernatural
12. Friends

CLICK HERE TO VOTE!

Results from the February 16 Poll:
Which is Your Favorite Video Game?
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