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  Persist Until Success Happens

The Principal’s Corner
It’s a Great Day to be a Panther!!!

By Mr. Horrell

     Students, have you checked out the "How is Your Grade Level Doing” 
board?  this is a friendly competition between grades level to see how you 
stack up to the other classes.  The boards will be updated monthly with the 
past month’s information.  So, if your grade level has a bad month or a bad 
run of poor behavior, there is a chance to bounce back the next month.  It is 
not a running total for the year.   It is also a reminder to focus on the right 
things and make the right choices toward your education. The competition is 
tight, so you need to: be here, get your work done, and make the best 
choices to take over the lead.   

      

WMS Asks:  How is YOUR Grade Level Doing?
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Sports Editorial:  
How Could Vontae Davis Get 

Cut by the Indianapolis Colts? 
By Eli Vandenbosch

On November 8, Vontae Davis was cut by the Indianapolis Colts. How can 
this be?  He was one of the best cornerbacks in the league. I think he was the best 
player on defense for the Indianapolis Colts. 

Vontae is 29 years old and right in his prime. He has 22 career interceptions. 
That is really good! He probably is one of the youngest players to reach 20 
interceptions. 

He is a 2 time pro bowler. He was the 25th overall draft pick in 2009. This is 
the Colts’ loss.
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Who Is It?? 

Student Spotlight:  Christian White  

By Aiden Phillips

Christian White is an excellent student. He is a former Navigator 
and he said, “It was fun being a Navigator.”  Christian wants 6th 
graders to prepare for 7th grade by keeping good grades and 
remembering their locker combination.  He said he feels excited 
about getting closer and closer to high school.

Christian’s hobbies are playing XBOX, hanging out with friends, 
and playing baseball.  He really likes baseball and he plays for RYBL 
(Russiaville Youth Baseball League).  He is in the majors and plays 
for Burger King.  When he is out on the diamond, he pitches and 
plays first base.

His favorite books are The Kane Chronicles. Check them out!

By Meridith Williams and Cameron Young

This is a picture of one of the teachers in 
the middle school building. Can you guess who 
it is?

From now on there will be a baby picture 
of a teacher in each issue of The Paw Print. 
Your job is to guess which teacher it is each 
time. If you think you know, stop by Mrs. Sipes’ 
room during passing period.  The first person 
with the correct answer claims the reward!

Congratulations to the following students for securing a spot in the top 3 this week for their grade 
level.  If you see them in the hallway, please congratulate them!

8th Grade:   Eliza Lutgen     7th Grade:   Natalie Nutt          6th Grade:   Ethan Fisher
     Abigail Origer  Chioma Ozoigbo       Braylee Acord

                     Gavan Davis                  Jenna Yazel                                  Lauren Bradley

This Week’s Top         Students
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By  Habiba Moawad

Mrs. Moon is the 6th grade Explorer 
science teacher and one of the class 
representative sponsors. This is her 21st year 
teaching at Western. She graduated from IUK 
and worked at Howard County Children’s 
Center with Kindergarten through 6th grade 
while attending college. She recommends 
working at a daycare to anyone interested in 
becoming a teacher for the experience and   

Teacher Feature:  Mrs. Moon 

     

for discovering which age group you prefer.   
She was Mr. Hunt’s student teacher, and she considers herself lucky to be his science 

“wingman”.   Early in her career, she taught an art extension class and an 8th grade science 
class. She enjoys teaching science because her favorite classes in school were science 
classes.  She remembers the hands-on activities and working in groups.  Mrs. Moon loves to 
witness her students’ ah-ha moments when they figure something out on their own.  

Her hobbies include lifting weights and participating in Aqua Zumba and Water Tabata 
at the YMCA.  Something you may not know about Mrs. Moon is that she is a grandma!  One 
of her favorite quotes is, “ We all are unique and have our own special place in the puzzle of 
the universe.”  

Currently, she is reading World War I for Dummies to prepare for her Academic Science 
Super Bowl team. Mrs. Moon is one of the most inspirational people I know because she 
helps and encourages students. She has given me enough courage to do something I never 
thought I could do:  for example, run for class representative. If you ever have the opportunity 
to have her for science extension, you will get to know all about bearded dragons, animal 
classification, and space. I think Mrs. Moon is one of the best teachers in Western Middle 
School.



We Are Thankful For...
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My family and my dog - Eli Vandenbosch

My family and the game of baseball - Aiden Phillips

Nice teachers - Eve Martin

My baby brother - Shiloh Sappington

God, my family, and my friends - Meridith Williams

Animals - Jeffery Raines

God, my family, and my friends - Ethan Chaplin

My baby brother - Nas Wade

My family - Cameron Young

My family, my job, and my students - Mr. Hunt

My family, my health, and softball - Mr. Tuberty

By Christian Wright

Recently, we had a Veterans Day program. 
A WWII veteran came to Western Middle 
School to tell us what he did in the military. He 
had originally tried to join the marines, but he 
had to be 17 and he was only 16 at that time. 
He was getting ready to walk out when a man 
asked him if he wanted to join the navy. He 
signed the contract and had to travel all around 
the states until he finally got to a base. 

He bunked with his bunk mates, and then 
had to wake up and the sergeant said, “Wake 
up!  You are going to get your shots today.” 

Winners of the Explorers’ 
Turkey-thon are pictured above!

Three students were randomly 
selected to win a free turkey.   In order 

to qualify for the drawing, students 
must have had perfect attendance and 
no missing assignments for the month.

It pays to be on track and fulfill your 
responsibilities!  Enjoy!

An Opportunity to Meet a WWI Veteran!

There were doctors and nurses on each side and they had to walk straight through 
a line to receive a shot in each arm.  Uh, OUCH! 

In my opinion, and many would agree, this was an amazing convocation. I 
think we should have more convocations like this. 
       Thank you to all who have served.  We are grateful for you!



A Thanksgiving Recipe to Try!
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Sweet Potato Casserole with Coconut-Pecan

Provided by Le’na Chapel

Potato filling:

5 pounds sweet potatoes, 
      peeled and cut in 1⁄2 -inch pieces
1⁄2 cup light brown sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon salt
3 large egg whites

Topping:

1⁄2 cup all-purpose flour
1⁄2 cup sweetened coconut flakes
1⁄3 cup rolled oats
1⁄3 cup pecans, chopped
1⁄4 cup brown sugar
1⁄4 cup cold unsalted butter, cut into bits

 
1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Coat a 9-by-13-inch baking dish with cooking spray. Place the 
potatoes in a large pot; add enough water to cover by several inches and bring to a boil. Cook until 
potatoes are very tender, about 22 to 25 minutes; drain and puree in a food processor or blender until 
smooth. Transfer to a large bowl and combine with the brown sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt.

2. Whip the egg whites until they form soft peaks. Stir a quarter of the egg whites into the potatoes, then 
gently fold in the remaining egg white. Transfer to the baking dish.

3. Make the topping: combine the flour, coconut, oats, pecans and sugar in a bowl. Add the butter and 
work it into the flour mixture with your fingers until you can squeeze it into clumps. Sprinkle over the filling.

4. Bake 30 minutes, until the top is lightly browned. Makes 12 servings.

Nutritional analysis for each serving: 300 calories, 5 g protein, 55 g carbohydrates, 7 g fiber, 7 g fat, 4 g 
saturated fat, 325 mg sodium

While it’s baking, see if you can 

find the following words:

CORN DINNER
FAMILY FOOD
PIE MAYFLOWER
PILGRIM POTATO
PUMPKIN THANKSGIVING
TURKEY



The Mega Party Comes to WMS
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     WMS students earned the 
opportunity to attend the 
Mega Party by selling items 
for the school fundraiser.  
     The Mega Party was held 
this past Friday from 1:00 
pm - 2:30 pm in the Western 
Field House.
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Hundreds of Sea Turtles Found Dead

 The “Most Famous Wolf in the World” 
Lived Hard - and Died Tragically

By Eli Vandenbosch & Jeffery Raines

In 2012, the most famous wolf in the 
world was shot by a trophy hunter outside of 
the sanctuary of Yellowstone National Park. 

She was known as ’06.  Many people 
were devastated and they wanted greater 
protection.  The wolf,’06, was the alpha 
female of one of the most visible packs in 
Yellowstone National Park. She first came to 
wolf watchers’ attention in 2009, when she 
was a lone wolf.

By Jeffery Raines

      As many as 300 to 400 dead sea turtles were found off the coast of El Salvador 
in Jiquilisco Bay last month.  People began to spot the decomposing sea turtle 
carcasses as early as October 28, but the massive die off wasn't made public until 
El Salvador's ministry of environment and natural resources announced the event on 
Twitter this past Thursday and provided local reporters with information.

Happening Around the World...
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WMS Students’ Guide to Black 
Friday Shopping 

Do you have Beats by Dre on your 
list?  Check out these deals:

Walmart: Beats $114.95
Target: Beats $97
Best Buy: Beats $79.99

XBOX One S 500GB

The Xbox One S 500GB Console will be on 
sale for $189 at Walmart.  However, at 
Kohl's it cost $189.99 AND comes with $45 
in Kohl’s Cash for free.

Walmart (November 23): Apple iPhone Qualifying Purchases (7, 7 Plus, 8, 8 Plus, and X) 
& get a $300 Walmart Gift Card

Sam's Club (November 24): Get a $100 Gift Card When Activating an iPhone 8 or iPhone 8 Plus

Target (November 23): Free $250 Gift Card With iPhone 8 and iPhone 8 Plus With 
Activation

Best Buy (November 23): Save up to $200 on iPhone 8 and iPhone 8 Plus with Activation 

Hoping for 
an iPhone X?
Perhaps an 8? 
Maybe a 7?

Apple iPhone Black Friday Deals
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Turkey Coloring Page
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By Ethan Chapin and Matthew Sipes
Hey WMS!

What is your favorite food for Thanksgiving?
A. Mashed potatoes
B. Stuffing
C. Cream  corn
D. Small bread

What is your favorite part of Thanksgiving?
A. Eating food
B. Celebrating the first Thanksgiving of pilgrims and Native Americans
C. Having fun with your family
D. Making arts and crafts

Click HERE to submit your responses online.

Poll Response from 
November 10: 

 If you had to choose one 
branch of the military, which 

one would you choose?

Can you 

help us find 

our turkey?

S
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THERE ARE 10!

https://goo.gl/forms/lO2eXTho1PK4yvtl1

